The Institute of Medicine's (IOM's) report Best Care at Lower Cost 1 indicates that team-based care is an important tool for making the transition to a learning health care system, and it is a major objective of the work the Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation has been sponsoring for the past several years. Interprofessional education (IPE), defined by the World Health Organization as persons from two or more professions learning with, from, and about each other in order to achieve better patient outcomes, offers the potential to generate such teamwork when implemented more frequently, effectively, and, ideally, pervasively.
IPE Each of these recommendations includes specific high-priority work that needs to be done to help achieve them. 4 To achieve the goal of "best care at lower cost," fostering teamwork through IPE and forging a nexus between academia and health care delivery organizations should be top national priorities. The country, and each of us as individuals, needs it.
Note: Authored commentaries in this IOM Series draw on the experience and expertise of field leaders to highlight health and health care innovations they feel have the potential, if engaged at scale, to foster transformative progress toward the continuously learning health system envisioned by the IOM. Statements are personal, and are not those of the IOM or the National Academies.
